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Feb. 9, 2023 

Members of the Interim Budget Committee Section D, 

The Montana Department of Corrections respectfully submits the following information in response to requests 
made by members of the Interim Budget Committee Section D at its Feb. 9, 2023 work session. 

Provide spreadsheet used to calculate estimated rates at a Flathead Prerelease Center. 
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Provide three-year prison population projections. 

The following graphs provide predicted male and female prison population numbers for FY2023-FY2025 using 
historic population trends. Three population projection models were included in each graph to provide a range 
of what prison grow may look like if historic trends continue. COVID-19 caused drastic changes in prison 
population due to practices enacted to mitigate its spread. To decrease the effects caused by COVID in 
modeling, FY2021 data was excluded from this analysis.  
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Provide contract language related to guarantees.  

Please see this example from the Passages contract. 

 

Prison space in Arizona: 

• Beds – CoreCivic has 360 beds available at its facility in Arizona. Each housing unit has 120 beds. 
Restrictive Housing beds are available for inmates who require them. For 120 beds, and assuming a 
cost of $90/day, it would be an annual expense of $3,942,000. The DOC must contract for a minimum 
of 120 beds, or pay more per inmate or deliver a larger up-front payment amount. 

• Commitment term – According to CoreCivic, contracts related to sending inmates out of state are 
meant to serve as a relief valve while the requesting state resolves challenges that trigger the need to 
send inmates out of state. As such, there is no contractual requirement that inmates must be sent out of 
state for a certain time. However, given the cost to staff-up, prep for contractual requirements, transport 
of inmate property, and costs of transportation of inmates, it is more beneficial for the contract to be 
longer term than short term.  
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• Available services 

o GED 
o Braille 
o Inside Out Dad (Parenting) 
o Cognitive Skills 
o Independent College degree program for Associate’s, Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees 
o Victim Impact 
o Go Further 
o Thinking for a Change 
o Reboot (Veterans’ pod program) 
o Carpentry 
o TekMedia computer courses 

Cost per day for a bed at MSP without medical included. 

$94.28/day 

Estimated Prison Length of Stay (male and female) 

FY2022 Male Prison Length of Stay: 841.3 days / 27.6 months / 2.3 years 

FY2022 Female Prison Length of Stay: 432.9 days / 14.2 months / 1.2 years 

Estimated Length of Stay at Prerelease Centers (male and female) 

The average length of stay for all offenders who were in a prerelease center between FY2020 and FY2022, 
and had a continuous stay was 201.7 days. Individuals who entered and exited a prerelease center multiple 
times were not included in this calculation due to time constraints. 
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Please let us know if you have any questions related to these responses.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Brian Gootkin, Director 

 

 


