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I. PURPOSE
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The Montana Women's Prison has established reporting procedures to notify appropriate
administrators, next of kin, and local authorities in the event of the death of an inmate in 
Department custody. 

II. DEFINITIONS

Administrator - The official, regardless of local title (division or facility administrator, bureau
chief, warden, superintendent), ultimately responsible for the division, facility or program 
operation and management. 

Death - When an individual has sustained either irreversible cessation of circulatory or 
respirato1y functions or i1Teversible cessation of all functions of the entire brain, including the 
brainstem. A dete1mination of death must be made by a physician or coroner in accordance with 
accepted medical standards pursuant to 50-22-101, MCA. 

Facility Health Services Administrator - The health authority or nursing supervisor 
responsible for the facility's offender health care services. 

Investigations Bureau - The bureau that oversees investigations for the Department. 

Mortality Review - A process of evaluating the cause of death and the events preceding and 
following the event to ascertain if any area could be improved. 

III. PROCEDURES

A. General Requirements

1. Within 8 hours of an inmate death, the nurse, Lieutenant or designee in charge must
notify the MWP Health Services Manager, or designee, and the MWP Warden or
designee.

2. The Warden or designee will notify the Director, Investigations Bureau Chiet�
appropriate law enforcement officials and the DOC Medical Director.

3. The Warden, or designee, will consult with the DOC Medical Director and decide
whether to request a postmortem examination; unattended deaths and suicides will


















